Quick Release Vise

7" & 10"
INSTALLATION GUIDE

Thank you for purchasing a U.S.A. Made Quick Release Vise.
There are many ways of installing your new vise on a
workbench, each with it’s own list of pros and cons. This
guide contains information useful for several methods of
installation, but the illustrated steps inside detail what we
feel to be the simplest method.
The included hardware kit will allow you to attach your
new vise to a wide range of work surfaces, but will not
work in every situation. When installing your vise, make
sure the fasteners have enough thread engagement to

secure against pulling out or loosening. When in doubt, use
a longer screw.
For many woodworkers, the ideal vise is installed with the
rear jaw flush with the front edge of the bench. This can be
done by cutting a recess in your bench for the rear jaw, or
adding an apron of the correct thickness in place of the
back jaw liner. Although flush mounting is not covered in
these instructions, we still recommend reading over the steps
below, as they may be easily adapted to suit your needs.

ALWAYS WEAR EYE PROTECTION

2

Drill Bits
Needed:

Included Hardware
1/2"

2x

1/4"
3/16"
5/32"
1/8"

4"

Wood Screw
• Round Head
• No. 8 x 1"
• Slotted

4x
Wood Screw
• Pan Head
• No. 14 x 1 ½"
• Phillips

2"

Tools Used In This Guide:
• Drill/Driver or Brace
• 9/16" Socket Wrench or Driver
•#2 & #3 Phillips Screwdrivers
• Straight Slot Screwdriver
• Wood Glue
• Bench Plane

2x
Wood Screw
• Flat Head
• No. 12 x 1-1/2"
• Phillips

1x
Cotter Pin
• 3/16" Dia.
• 1-3/4" Length

2x
Machine Screw •
Pan Head
• 1/4-20 x 3/4"
• Slotted

2x
Washer
• 5/15" ID
• 7/8" OD
• 0.09" Thick

2x
Lag Screw
• 3/8" Dia.
• 2-1/2" Length

4x
Wood Screw
• Flat Head
• No. 10 x 5/8"
• Phillips

Before
You Start:
Jaw liners, while not absolutely necessary, are a nice accessory
as they allow work to be clamped with less chance of damage
to the workpiece. The back liner is attached with pan head ¼-20
machine screws (2 provided), the front is attached with #10 wood
screws (4 provided).
A spacer block tunes the height of the vise jaws in relation to the
bench surface. The block is glued and screwed to the underside of
the bench with (4) #14 pan head wood screws.
The vise is affixed to a workbench by 2-1/2" lag bolts (2 provided)
passed through the back jaw casting and screwed into the
underside of the benchtop. Additionally, two wood screws inserted
through the rear jaw of the vise and into the edge of the benchtop.
Both sets of fasteners are absolutely essential, especially when the
vise is fully opened in use.
If you intend to use jaw liners, cut them to size before you begin,
the wood grain should be horizontal (parallel to the floor) Leave
a little extra height, so they can be planed flush to each other and
the benchtop after installation.

MEASURE TWICE, DRILL ONCE
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1

Hold the back liner up to your vise and use a 3/16" drill bit
to mark the hole centers for the two threaded holes in the
casting. Remove the Jaw liner, and drill the freshly marked
holes all the way through with a 1/4" bit.

3

Place the front liner in the vise, and align it side to side with
the back liner. Tighten the vise to hold it in place, and predrill with a 1/8" drill bit. Install all four of the 1/8" Wood
screws while the vise is still clamped tight.

5

Before disassembling the vise, take a photo (or carefully
note the position) of the Quick release assembly. This is to
help you put it back together later.

2

Counterbore the holes from the front side of the back liner,
so the threads of the included 1/4-20 machine screws extend
1/4" beyond the liner, and the screw head is fully recessed.
Use these screws to install the back liner before moving on.

4

Uninstall the back jaw liner and remove the cotter key from
the end of the vise screw with a pair of pliers.

6

Just in case, the Quick Release Half Nut is marked “FRONT"
on the underside, closest to the front of the vise.

4

7

With the back jaw upside down on the top of your bench,
measure your bench top thickness against the back vise jaw.

9

8

If your bench top is thinner the vise jaw is tall, you will need
attach a spacer block to the bottom of your bench.

10

LINER
CHAMFER SECTION

The spacer can be made of nearly any piece of scrap, but
make sure it is wider than the casting of the vise, to avoid
the need to countersink any of the screw heads.

11

Clamp the spacer in place under your bench and pre-drill it
and the bench with a 5/32" bit. Mark your bit so you don’t
drill all the way through your bench top.

Add a chamfer to the edge of the spacer block that contacts
the inside corner of the vise casting.

12

Unclamp, and widen the holes in the spacer block by redrilling them with a 1/4" drill bit.
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13

Add a generous helping of glue to the spacer.

15

MAKE SURE THE LAG SCREWS HAVE ENOUGH THREAD
ENGAGEMENT WITH THE BENCH AND THAT THE
Spacer IS SECURELY ATTACHED.

17

Use a ¼" drill bit with a depth stop, marker, or tape to predrill for the two lag screws that attach the casting to the
underside of the bench. Make sure to drill deep enough for
the entire screw, but not so deep that the bit comes out of
the top of your bench.

14

Screw the spacer tightly to the underside of the bench with
a #3 Phillips head screw driver and let the glue dry.

16

Get a friend to hold the back jaw in position while you use
the vise as a guide to pre-drill for the mounting screws with
a 5/32" bit. Install #12 1-½" mounting screws (2 provided)
and tighten them to hold the vise in place.

18

Install the lag screws with a 9/16" socket, mounted in a
drill, driver, or wrench. Don’t forget to slip the washer on
before screwing them into place. It’s a good idea to apply
some wax to the screw threads before driving them into
your bench. Any wax will do.
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19

Insert the handle into the front jaw casting and attach the
ends with the #8 round head screws (2 provided).

21

Re-attach the retention plate to the vise rods (It might take
some wiggling to get it into place), and secure it with the
cotter. Bend over the ends of the cotter.

23

Re-attach the back jaw liner using ¼-20 pan head screws
(2 provided).

20

Slide the vise back together while holding the Quick
Release Half Nut in place. Check to make sure everything is
correctly installed (remember the photo you took?).

22

DO NOT USE THE VISE WITHOUT THE RETENTION
PLATE IN PLACE, YOU COULD BEND THE VISE SCREW,
OR WORSE − UNINTENTIONALLY PULL THE JAW
COMPLETELY OUT AND BREAK YOUR FOOT

24

Close the vise and plane the jaws flush to your bench top.
THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING A U.S.A. MADE VISE!!
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