The Design, and Methods of Installation
for the BT&C Planing Stop
Introduction
A planing stop is a great way to quickly immobilize your material so that you can easily plane it
or perform other similar operations. We took all we knew about planing stops - centuries of
information and material - and poured it into our design for the BT&C Planing Stop.
The BT&C Planing Stop has two versions: the unhardened Mild Steel version (BT-PS.MS) and
a somewhat more expensive one in hardened steel (BT-PS.HS). The two versions have
identical geometries and work equally well in grabbing the wood. The hardened version is
designed for frequent use - it will stay sharper longer. For average use the unhardened Mild
Steel version, which costs less, will work just as well.
Here is a roundup of the design considerations of the Planing Stop; our ideas for installation; a
history of the planing stop; and some very basic instructions on usage.

Design Features
The major design criteria we considered in developing our stops:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Needs to grab like the dickens
Wouldn’t require a big square hole chopped in your workbench
Fairly small so that it would work well even on typical ¾” material
Fairly thin so when placed flush against the workbench it could safely grap thin stock
Mounting hardware would be readily available
Comparatively inexpensive

In short, we wanted a tool that worked great but was easy enough to install and inexpensive
enough so that someone who isn’t a traditionalist wouldn’t feel that the barrier to trying a planing
stop out was too high.
The most important feature of a planing stop is that it grabs the wood and holds it down. The
BT&C Stop features scalloped teeth with thin sharp points that can easily grab the wood, along
with a strong base that ensures that the teeth do not bend. The teeth penetrate deeply into the
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